THE  PHYSICAL BASIS OF  MIND.
brane; no sneezing follows irritation of the inside of the
nose; no vomiting follows irritation of the fauces.
77. The question has long ceased to be whether the
organism is a mechanism. To the physiologist it is this
before all things. To the psychologist also it has of late
years more and more assumed this character; because even
when he postulates the existence of a spiritual entity in the
organism but not of it, he still recognises the necessity of a
mechanism for the execution of the acts determined by the
spirit; and when the psychologist adopts the theory of spiri-
tual phenomena as the subjective aspect of what objectively
are material phenomena, he of course regards the bodily
mechanism and the mental mechanism as one and the same
real.
This settled, the problem of Automatism maybe thus stated:
Granting the animal organism to be a material mechanism,
and all its actions due to the operation of that mechanism,
are we to conclude that it is an automaton essentially resem-
bling the automata we construct, the movements of which
may, or may not, be accompanied by Reeling, but are in no
case determined by Peeling ?
Descartes says that animals are sensitive automata. Pro-
fessor Huxley says that both animals and men. are sensitive
and conscious automata; so that misleading as the language
of Descartes and Professor Huxley often is in what its terms
connote, we do them great injustice if we suppose them to
have overlooked the points of difference between organisms
and machines which have been set forth with so much
emphasis in a preceding chapter; and the reader is requested
to understand that without pretending to say how much the
inevitable connotation of their language expresses their
opinions, and how much it may have only led to their being
misunderstood, my criticisms are directed against this con-
notation and this interpretation.